Music of Spring
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MUSIC FOREVER

As the weather changes, flowers begin to blossom, and
days become longer, we welcome spring with a number of
musical pieces. This music describes the feelings, sights,
and sounds associated with the season.

Piano: To Spring by Edvard Grieg

Vocal: Today, This Spring by Libby Larsen

Orchestra: The Lark Ascending by Ralph Vaughan Williams
Band: The Hounds of Spring by Alfred Reed

Jazz: It Might As Well Be Spring by Rogers and
Hammerstein I, arr. Brad Mehldau
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Edvard Grieg was a Norwegian composer who lived from June 15, 1843, to
September 4, 1907. Grieg was known for incorporating Norwegian folk tunes into
his music. Some of Grieg's most notable works are his ten collections of Lyric
Pieces for piano; Piano Concerto, Opus 16; and incidental music from Peer Gynt.
In addition to his original compositions, he wrote several arrangements of
Norwegian folk tunes, as well as several vocal works set to the poems of A.O.
Vinje.

To Spring is from Grieg's third collection of Lyric Pieces. It does not capture the
sights and sounds of spring like other compositions, but rather the feeling of new
beginnings and the fragile nature of the season. The opening section starts soft
and delicately in the upper register of the piano before moving down the
keyboard and gaining volume. The middle section is much richer and fuller. The
piece ends by returning to the opening theme with a flowing accompaniment.

https://youtu.be/hil48hfawAQ7si=Px78Ks2f6PrQWgUY



https://youtu.be/hiI48hfawAQ?si=Px78Ks2f6PrQWgUY
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Libby Larsen is an American composer born on December 24, 1950. She is one of
the most performed, living composers in America. Larsen has written over 500
works for orchestra, voice, opera, band, and chamber ensembles. She won a
Grammy for producer of Best Classical Vocal Performance in 1993 for her album
“The Art of Arlene Augér”.

Today, This Spring is a set of three pieces for treble choir and piano. It was
commissioned by David L. Cooper and Thomas Scott in remembrance of David's
wife and Tom's sister, both of whom passed away due to breast cancer. Each
piece is set to a poem by a different poet. The first movement is set to the poem
“Spring” by Janice Kimes, the second is set to the poem "She piped for us” by
Charles A. Wilson, and the last movement is set to the poem “If | can stop one
heart from breaking” by Emily Dickinson.

https://youtu.be /502dLV37G3M7si=kGbXjqbPZq_nzr22



https://youtu.be/502dLV37G3M?si=kGbXjq6PZq_nzr92
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Ralph Vaughan Williams was an English composer known for bringing British folk
music into classical music. Vaughan Williams was born on October 12, 1872, and
passed away on August 12, 1958. He was one of the first composers to travel
across the country and notate English folk songs and carols. He volunteered to
join the army during the First World War, where the loss of friends and his
hardships shaped his music after the war. Vaughan Williams wrote music for
orchestra, including nine symphonies and several concertos, operas, chamber
ensembles, films, and several songs and song cycles. Among his most popular
works are The Lark Ascending, Fantasia on a Theme by Thomas Tallis, and English
Folk Suite.

The Lark Ascending is a short piece inspired by the poem of the same name by
George Meredith. The piece was originally written for violin and piano but was
rewritten for violin solo with orchestra after World War I. Vaughan Williams's
second wife stated that he wrote the violin part to imitate the bird’s song and its
flight. Although not written about spring, it has become synonymous with the
season. The sounds of the bird calls invoke the return of wildlife after winter and
the lush orchestral background paints a picture of pastoral fields, blooming with
lite in the spring.

https://youtu.be /FaO0432G[187si=3VouP3YCxBIOkY6j



https://youtu.be/FaO0432Gl18?si=3VouP3YCxBI9kY6j
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Alfred Reed was born in New York City on January 25, 1921. He grew up listening to
standard symphonic and operatic music with his parents. He started playing trumpet at
the age of 10, and started playing professionally in high school. He spent three years
playing with the United States Air Force Band during World War Il. Here, he became
interested in concert band music. After the Air Force, he enrolled in the Julliard School
of Music and became the staff composer and arranger for NBC, then ABC. Reed has
been a conductor across the country and throughout the world, developed the first
four-year Music Industry program, and has over 200 published compositions.

The Hounds of Spring is a concert overture for winds, inspired by the poem “Atalanta in
Calydon”. The poem was written by Algernon Charles Swinburne. Here is an excerpt
from the program notes that Alfred Reed included with the score:

“When the hounds of spring are on winter’s traces,” a magical picture of young love in
springtime, forms the basis for the present purely musical setting, in traditional three-
part overture form, of this lovely paean... an attempt to capture the twin elements of
the poem, exuberant youthful gaiety and the sweetness of tender love, in an
appropriate musical texture.

The poem, a recreation in modern English of an ancient Greek tragedy, appeared in
print in 1865, when the poet was 28 years old. It made Algernon Swinburne literally an
overnight success.”

https://youtu.be/d9SKyj5INg4 ?si=DXRPpSDfRilkFFWB



https://youtu.be/d9SKyj5lNg4?si=DXRPpSDfRilkFFWB
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It Might As Well Be Spring was originally written for the 1945 film State Fair. It
was written by Rogers and Hammerstein, a duo well-known for their Broadway
musicals and other film scores at the time. Although the film presented the song
as a ballad, the original vision for the tune was cheery and up-tempo. Since its
premiere, it has become a standard in the American songbook, as well as a jozz
standard.

Brad Mehldau is a jazz pianist and composer, born on August 23, 1970. Mehldau
attended The New School and began touring and recording while a student. He
primarily performs with his Brad Mehldau Trio but also performs solo and as a
guest artist. Mehldau has received many awards for his music and recordings,
including a Grammy for Best Instrumental Jazz Album.

Mehldau’s arrangement of It Might As Well Be Spring was the first to stretch the
terms of the tune. It was released in 1995 on his album Introducing Brad Mehldau
with his trio. The tune is performed at a quick 280 beats per minute in 7/8 time.

https://youtu.be /xL+t0YvwORmM87si=u450x0_xMSyEOO8M



https://youtu.be/xLt0YvvQRm8?si=u45ox0_xM5yEO08M

